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	In November 1997, the Chicago Area Transportation Study (the local Metropolitan Planning Organization) included the Ravenswood Expansion Project in the region’s financially-constrained long-range transportation plan.  CTA completed preliminary engineering in early 2000.  In February 2002, CTA completed an Environmental Assessment.  FTA issued a Finding of No Significant Impact on the project in July 2002, and approved the project into final design in August 2002.  CTA and FTA entered into an FFGA in January 2004, with revenue operations scheduled for December 2009.  Due to receipt of construction bids above the engineer’s estimate, FTA asked CTA to submit a Recovery Plan.  CTA is in the process of repackaging the bid packages.  Construction started in late 2004, and is projected to be completed within budget and schedule.   
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